YOLO BASIN FOUNDATION 

presents the

THE MAGIC BIRDING CIRCUIT TOUR ~ ECUADOR

March 16-27, 2011

The Yolo Basin Foundation is sponsoring an outstanding birding tour to the Magic Birding Circuit in Ecuador. Terry Colborn, a local birder and tour leader, and a member of the Yolo Basin Foundation board of directors, has made the arrangements, and will accompany the group, serving as the tour’s liaison. In order for everyone to get the most benefit from the trip, the tour is limited to a maximum of only 8 participants.

DETAILED ITINERARY  

Day One – Mar 16  – Participants arrive in  Quito, Ecuador. Airport transfers provided from Quito Airport to San Jorge Eco-Lodge; elevation: 9,186 feet. Welcome Reception! Overnight: San Jorge Eco-Lodge. 


Day Two – Mar 17 – High Barren Plains/Highland Rainforest in the Pichincha Foothills of Quito. Morning birding at San Jorge Botanical Reserve; afternoon birding at Yanacocha Reserve; overnight San Jorge Eco-Lodge, Quito; includes 3 meals. 

While at San Jorge we will be looking for  Band-tailed Nightjar, Band-tailed Pigeon, Band-winged Nightjar, Barred Parakeet, Black Flowerpiercer, Black-crested Warbler, Black-tailed Trainbearer, Blue-and-yellow Tanager, Brown-bellied Swallow, , Cinereous Conebill, Crimson-mantled Woodpecker (endangered), Eared Dove, Golden-breasted Puffleg, Great Sapphirewing, Great Thrush, Green-tailed Trainbearer, Hooded Siskin, Masked Flowerpiercer, Montane Woodcreeper, Mountain Velvetbreast, Paramo Seedeater, Pearled Treerunner, Plain-colored Seedeater, Purple-backed Thornbill, Rainbow-bearded Thornbill, Red-crested Cotinga, Rock Pigeon, Rufous Antpitta, Rufous-collared Sparrow, Rufous-winged Tyrannulet, Sapphire-vented Puffleg, Scarlet-bellied Mountain-Tanager, Shining Sunbeam, Slate-throated Whitestart, Smoky Bush-Tyrant, Southern Yellow Grosbeak, Sparkling Violetear, Spectacled Whitestart, Sword-billed Hummingbird, Tawny Antpitta, Tufted Tit-Tyrant, Tyrian Metaltail, Variable Hawk, Western Emerald, White-bellied Woodstar, White-collared Swift, White-crested Elaenia and White-throated Tyrannulet.  Rarities recently spotted include the Curve-billed Tinamou, Red-crested Cotinga, Andean Condor and the endemic and endangered Black-breasted Puffleg, one of the rarest hummingbirds in the world!
These are just a few of over 130 bird species found in this exceptional region. While walking through the gardens of San Jorge we also expect to find a wide variety of hummingbirds at the feeders.  
Nearby Yanacocha is home to a number of interesting high-elevation species, including Mountain Tanagers which are abundant at this elevation. We'll search for the Scarlet-bellied Tanager and Buff-breasted Tanager, as well as the Bar-bellied Woodpecker and Barred Fruiteater. 
We will also have the opportunity to take in the fabulous panoramic views of Quito, along with views of numerous volcano peaks and eleven mountains from various points of San Jorge Botanical Reserve. 
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Day Three – Mar 18 – Highland Rainforest/Cloud Forest – We will be birding the world famous Nono-Mindo Road, before contining on to San Jorge de Tandayapa Hummingbird Sanctuary in the Cloud Forest; overnight San Jorge Eco-Lodge, Tandayapa; elevation: 4,921 feet; includes 3 meals. 

Sought after species will include Andean Cock-of-the-Rock, Azara’s Spinetail, Bananaquit, Black-Breasted Puffleg, Black Capped Tanager, Black-winged Saltator, Blue-grey Tanager, Crimson-Mantled Woodpecker, Crimson-Rumped Toucanet, Dark-backed Wood-quail, Flame-faced Tanager, Golden Tanager, Golden-Headed Quetzal, Golden-Olive Woodpecker, Hooded Mountain- Tanager, Metallic-Green tanager, Olive Finch, , Plumbeous Pigeon, Red-Eyed Vireo, Red-Headed Barbet, Russet-Backed Oropendola, Scarlet-bellied Mountain-Tanager, Slaty-backed Chat-Tyrant, Smoky-Brown Woodpecker, Southern Yellow–Grosbeak, Streak-necked Flycatcher, Striped Warbler, Torrent Duck, Toucan Barbet, Turquoise Jay, Uniform Antshrike, Wattled Guan, White-capped Dipper, White–sided Flowerpiercer, White-throated Quail-dove, White-tipped Swift and White-Winged Tanager.   Hummingbird species include: Andean Emerald, Brown Inca, Collared Inca, Great Sapphirewing, Wedge-billed Hummingbird, Western Emerald, White-bellied Woodstar and White-tailed Hillstar.

Day Four – Mar 19 – Cloud Forest - Birding San Jorge de Tandayapa Hummingbird Sanctuary in the Lower Tandayapa Valley, part of the Choco Endemic Bird Area of Northwest Ecuador; includes an optional night walk; overnight San Jorge Eco-Lodge, Tandayapa; includes 3 meals.

Here we may find up to 26 species of hummingbirds, while enjoying the panoramic views, wild surroundings and tropical plants and flowers, including over 40 species of orchids! We’ll watch the tanager flocks which may include the Grass-green Tanager and Blue-winged Mountain-Tanager, as well as Toucan Barbet and Crimson-rumped Toucanet. We’ll also seek out the stunning Andean Cock-of-the-Rock. 


Day  Five – Mar 20  – Tropical Rainforest - Birding Mindo Tower & Milpe Road; overnight San Jorge Eco-Lodge, Milpe, elevation 2,952 feet; includes 3 meals.

The Milpe Road species list is very impressive and includes: Bananaquit Bat Falcon, Bay-headed Tanager, Bi-colored Antbird, Black Vulture, Black-capped Tanager,  Black-crowned Tityra, Black-headed Tody-Flycatcher, Blue-and-white Swallow, Blue-necked Tanager, Boat-billed Flycatcher, Bronze-winged Parrot, Brown Inca, Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner, Buff-rumped Warbler, Buff-throated Foliage-gleaner, Cattle Egret, Chestnut-capped Brush-Finch, Chestnut-mandibled Toucan, Choco Toucan, Choco Trogon, Cinnamon Becard, Collared Trogon, Common Potoo, Dark-backed Wood-Quail, Dusky Bush-Tanager, Emerald Tanager, Esmeraldas Antbird, Fasciated Tiger-Heron, Flame-faced Tanager, Glistening-green Tanager, Golden Tanager, Golden-crowned Flycatcher, Golden-winged Manakin, Gray Elaenia, Gray-and-gold Tanager, Gray-breasted Wood-Wren, Gray-rumped Swift, Green Honeycreeper, Green Thorntail, Greenish Elaenia, Guayaquil Woodpecker, Guira Tanager, House Wren, Immaculate Antbird, Lanceolated Monklet, Lesser Elaenia, Lineated Woodpecker, Long-tailed Antbird, Long-wattled Umbrella, Maroon-tailed Parakeet, Masked Tityra, Masked Water-Tyrant, Ochre-breasted Tanager, Orange-billed Sparrow, Ornate Flycatcher, Pacific Hornero, Pale-mandibled Aracari, Palm Tanager, Plain-brown Woodcreeper, Red-billed Parrot, Red-headed Barbet,  Red-masked Parakeet, Ruddy Pigeon, Rufous-naped Brush-Finch, Rufous-throated Tanager, Russet Antshrike, Rusty-margined Flycatcher, Scale-crested Pygmy-tyrant, Scaled Fruiteater, Scaly-throated Foliage-gleaner, Sepia-brown Wren, Shiny Cowbird, Silver-throated Tanager, Sirystes, Slaty-capped Flycatcher, Smooth-billed Ani, Social Flycatcher, Streak-capped Treehunter, Strong-billed Woodcreeper, Summer Tanager, Sulphur-rumped Flycatcher, Swainson's Thrush, Swallow-tailed Kite,  Swallow-Tanager, 
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Tawny-faced Gnatwren, Toucan Barbet, Tricolored Brush-Finch, Tropical Parula, Velvet-purple Coronet, Wedge-billed Woodcreeper, White-bearded Manakin, White-lined Tanager, White-ringed Flycatcher, White-thighed Swallow, White-throated Spadebill, White-winged Tanager, Yellow Tyrannulet, Yellow-collared Chlorophonia and Yellow-throated Bush-Tanager.  Hummingbird species include the White-whiskered Hermit, Stripe-throated Hermit, Tooth-bellied Hummingbird, White-necked Jacobin, Green Thorntail, Violet-bellied Hummingbird, Purple-chested Hummingbird, Purple-bibbed Whitetip, Empress Brilliant, Velvet-purple Coronet, Purple-crowned Fairy and Purple-throated Woodstar. 
Day Six - Mar 21 – Tropical Rainforest - Birding San Jorge de Milpe Orchid & Bird Reserve, including an optional night walk; overnight San Jorge Eco-Lodge, Milpe; includes 3 meals.

In addition to the more than 450 bird species observed here, we will also enjoy the pristine beauty from the newly constructed birding lodge which offers panoramic views, gorgeous scenery, beautiful birding trails, cascading waterfalls, swimming, running rivers, observatory sites and over 300 varieties of orchids. 
Day Seven – Mar 22 – Lowland Tropical Rainforest - Birding Pedro Vicente Maldonado; located on the western slopes of the Andean Cordillera where the climate is warm and humid with spectacular tropical foliage; overnight San Jorge Eco-Lodge, Milpe; includes 3 meals.

Great birding opportunities can be found here to spot Band-rumped Swift, Black-cheeked Woodpecker, Blue-chested Hummingbird, Buff-throated Saltator, Cinnamon Woodpecker, Common Tody-Flycatcher, Double-banded Graytail, Dusky Pigeon, Dusky-capped Flycatcher, Dusky-faced Tanager, Golden-faced Tyrannulet, Golden-hooded Tanager, Lesser Seed-Finch, Lesser Swallow-tailed Swift, Little Cuckoo, Ochre-bellied Flycatcher, Olivaceous Piculet, Olive-striped Flycatcher, Pale-mandible Aracari, Pacific Parrotlet, Pale-vented Thrush, Plain Xenops, Plumbeous Kite, Purple Honeycreeper, Purple-chested Hummingbird, Red-rumped Cacique, Red-rumped Woodpecker, Slaty Becard, Sooty-crowned Flycatcher, Streaked Xenops, Striped Cuckoo, Tawny-breasted Flycatcher, Tawny-crowned Pygmy-tyrant, Tropical Gnatcatcher, Tufted Flycatcher, Violet-bellied Hummingbird, Western Wood-Pewee, White-throated Crake, Yellow-bellied Siskin and Yellow-tufted Dacnis.

Day Eight – Mar 23 – Upper Tropical Rainforest - Birding Milpe Lodge Forest; overnight San Jorge Eco-Lodge, Quito; includes 3 meals.

Species we’ll seek include Berlecpsch´s Tinamou, Black Bellied Whistling Duck, Gray-headed Kite, Double-toothed Kite, Plumbeous Kite, Semi-collared Hawk, Gray -Backed Hawk, Great Black Hawk, Tiny Hawk, Bi-colored Hawk, Semi-plumbeous Hawk, Plumbeous Hawk, Barred Hawk, Black Hawk-Eagle, Barred Forest-Falcon, Collared Forest-Falcon, Laughing Falcon, Wattled Guan, Rufous--Fronted Wood-Quail, Dark-backed Wood-Quail, White-throated Crake, Gray Breasted Crake, Brown Woodrail, Sunbittern, Southern Lapwig, Indigo-crowned Quail-Dove, Barred Parakeet, Pacific Parrotlet, Blue-fronted Parrotlet and Rose-faced Parrot to name a few.
Day Nine – Mar 24 – High Barren Plains & High Amazon Rainforest - Birding Papallacta Pass, elevation 13,125 feet; visit and enjoy Papallacta Hot Springs; overnight Baeza Hotel, elevation 7,220 feet; includes 3 meals.

We will be looking for Andean Condor, Rufous-bellied Seedsnipe, Paramo Ground Tyrant, Yellow Billed Pintail, Andean Teal, Silvery Grebe, Andean Ruddy Duck, Andean Ruddy Duck, Variable Hawk, Carunculated Caracara, Andean Coot, Noble Snipe, Andean Lapwing, Andean Gull, 
Crescent-faced Antpitta, Rufous Antpitta, Tawny Antpitta, Paramo Tapaculo and both Rufous-naped Brush-Finch and Pale naped Brush Finch.
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Day Ten – Mar 25 – Middle Amazon Rainforest - Birding El Ollin; overnight Baeza; includes 3 meals.

In the Ecuadorian rainforest, we’ll have opportunities for, Ash-browed Spinetail, Bare-necked Fruitcrow, Black-and-white Seedeater, Black-billed Thrush, Black-faced Dacnis, Blackpoll Warbler, Blue Dacnis, Bronzy Inca, Crimson-crested Woodpecker, Crowned Slaty Flycatcher, Equatorial Graytail, Fiery-throated Fruiteater, Glittering-throated Emerald, Grayish Saltator, Great-tailed Grackle, Lafresnaye's Piculet, Lettered Aracari, Long-tailed Tyrant, Magpie Tanager, Many-banded Aracari, Mealy Amazon, Paradise Tanager, Rufescent Tiger-Heron, Rufous-breasted Flycatcher, Scarlet Tanager, Short-tailed Swift, Silver-beaked Tanager, Spotted Tanager, Streaked Saltator, Thrush-like Wren, Turquoise Tanager, White-banded Swallow, White-bellied Dacnis, White-throated Kingbird, White-winged Swallow, Willow Flycatcher and Yellow-bellied Tanager 

Day Eleven- Mar 26 – Andean Cloud Forest/Highland Amazon Tropical Forest - San Jorge de Cosanga-Yanayuca Bird & Wildlife Reserve & Guacamayos adjoining Antisana National Park, (Las Caucheras Road near Cosanga Village), is a birder’s paradise within the Subtropical Eastern Slopes of the Andes. Surrounded by forest-covered mountain ridges, Cosanga-Yanayuca adjoins the beautiful and immense 120,000 hectare Antizana National Park Reserve; overnight San Jorge Eco-Lodge, Quito; includes 3 meals. 

In this unique habitat we’ll be looking for Andean Potoo, Black-eared Hemispingus, Bluish Flowerpiercer, Canada Warbler, Common Bush-Tanager, Eastern Wood-Pewee, Flame-faced Tanager, Flammulated Treehunter, Foothill Screech-Owl, Lyre-tailed Nightjar, Masked Crimson Tanager, Ocellated Woodcreeper, Olivaceous Siskin, Olive Finch, Olive-backed Woodcreeper, Orange-eared Tanager, Piratic Flycatcher, Rufous-bellied Seedsnipe, Rufous-breasted Wood-Quail, Russet-backed Oropendola, Saffron-crowned Tanager, Sickle-winged Guan, Streaked Tuftedcheek, Summer Tanager, Tyrannine Woodcreeper and Yellow-whiskered Bush-Tanager. 

Hummingbird species include the Tawny-bellied Hermit, Green-fronted Lancebill, Lazuline Sabrewing, Brown Violetear, Wire-crested Thorntail, Violet-fronted Brilliant, White-tailed Hillstar, Mountain Velvetbreast, Bronzy Inca, Sword-billed Hummingbird, Chestnut-breasted Coronet, Tourmaline Sunangel, Emerald-bellied Puffleg, Long-tailed Sylph and Wedge-billed Hummingbird.

Day Twelve – Mar 26 – Otavalo Indian Market & Surroundings – Today we visit the world famous Otavalo Indian Market.   You will have the opportunity to shop for world famous handmade wool and alpaca products.  We will also visit San Pablo Lake, Cotacashi (the Leather Village), and Cuicocha (sacred Indian lagoon), OR San Antonia de Ibarra wood carving village. Includes lunch at typical restaurant in Otavalo.  Overnight San Jorge, Quito; includes 3 meals, including our celebration dinner.
Day Thirteen – Mar 27 - Breakfast & morning transfers provided to Quito Airport for departures.
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GENERAL TOUR INFORMATION: 

COST PER PERSON: $2,895, double occupancy - includes a $200 tax-deductible donation to the Yolo Basin Foundation. Single Supplement: $380. A completed Tour Application and Waiver, and a $300 deposit are required to reserve one of the eight spaces. Your balance is due by November 15, 2010. If you cancel prior to that, your deposit will be refunded, less $50.00. If you cancel after that date, no refund is available unless another person fills your space. Please include your arrival and departure flight information with your balance due.

PRICE INCLUDES: Round-trip airport transfers; all lodging and baggage transfers; all meals as indicated; daily transportation; bi-lingual birding guides; reserve entrance fees; Papallacta Hot Springs entrance fee; taxes. 

PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE: Airfare and airport taxes; travel or medical insurance; extra transportation other than that noted in the tour itinerary, (i.e., cab); optional museum entrance fees; extra meals and soda; alcoholic drinks; gratuities, personal expenses such as laundry, souvenirs, telephone calls, etc.   

ENTERING AND LEAVING ECUADOR: A passport that is valid for at least six months after the date of your arrival in Ecuador is required of all travelers. Visas are not required for U.S. and Canadian citizens. Tourist cards are prepared by your arriving airline. There is a $40.80 departure tax on leaving Ecuador.
SAN JORGE ECO-LODGES: 

San Jorge Eco-Lodge & Botanical Reserve is an 18th century mountain hacienda, situated on 200 acres of untouched, protected land, preserving the wild & natural habitat of the many endemic plants, animals and over 110 different species of exotic birds, native only to the Andes region. The Lodge offers warm and comfortable rooms, beautiful gardens, and features an outdoor tempered pool, Jacuzzi, Turkish bath and sauna. It is the only private reserve near Quito, located only 17 minutes from the airport at an elevation of 9,186 feet.

San Jorge Eco-Lodge, Tandayapa was just completed in 2009, and is located in the lower Tandayapa Valley at the San Jorge Tandayapa Hummingbird Sanctuary in the Cloud Forest. It’s approximately 50 minutes from San Jorge, Quito, and is part of the famous Choco’ Bird Area of Northwest Ecuador. As many as 500 species of birds have been recorded in this region. The lodge offers hot showers and very comfortable accommodations, while the Hummingbird Restaurant serves gourmet meals using ingredients grown in their organic garden. The panoramic views are spectacular, while the numerous hummingbird feeders afford the birder and photographer excellent viewing opportunities.  Located at an elevation of 5,120 to 5,800 feet.

San Jorge Eco-Lodge, Milpe, is located in the Subtropical Rainforest. It offers clean rooms, hot showers and a full service restaurant. Among the spectacular scenery are beautiful, well-kept trails and cascading waterfalls. Over 450 bird species have been recorded here, as well as a wide array of butterflies and orchids.   

Each lodge offers suburb meals including lots of vegetables and great soups/salads to accompany fresh meats, chicken and fish. Vegetarians can be accommodated, but must notify us in advance. 

SMOKING: Smoking is not permitted in the vehicles or when the group is gathered for meals, checklists, etc. If you are sharing a room with a non-smoker, do not smoke in the room. If you smoke in the field, please do so well away and downwind from the group, if possible. If any areas/facilities where our group is gathered has a more restrictive policy than ours, that stricter policy will prevail.
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PACE OF THE TOUR: During our 13 day tour we will be staying at four different locations; three San Jorge Eco-Lodges and one hotel. The pace of this tour will be moderate but the days can still be strenuous, particularly at the higher elevations. Participants should be in good physical health. Our primary focus will be on extensive birding and other wildlife observations. Daylight on the equator only lasts 12 hours and birds are most active early in the morning, thus early starts are imperative. There may be opportunities on some days to return to the lodge early for an optional afternoon siesta. Much of the birding will be done on dirt roads and along trails. Some of the trails may be muddy. There will be at least one or two optional after-dinner evening owling opportunities. 
CLIMATE: Quito has been referred to as the City of Eternal Spring; the climate is crisp and cool with chilly nights but usually nice warm days. While rain is always a possibility, sunburn is more likely. From Quito, we will be traveling to several regions, ranging in elevation from 2,952 feet at Milpe, to 10,826 feet at Papallacta Pass. Although most people are not affected by such short exposure to high elevation, anyone with a history of altitude problems should discuss it with their physician.

Temperatures will usually be warm during the day and pleasantly cool at night. Weather is more unpredictable and colder at the higher elevations. Periods of rain and/or fog are likely, especially late in the afternoon. Day trips to lower elevations will likely to be hotter.

The condition of the trails varies. Some are flat, others are hilly, while one or two trails are fairly steep. When the trails are dry, they are not too difficult, although a certain degree of balance is helpful. When the trails are wet, they can be difficult. If we have a rainy period, which is more than likely at some point during the tour, the trails will be muddy and hill climbing will be difficult for the less agile. Please be prepared. For any of the trails, good foot gear is essential and collapsible walking sticks (with a wrist strap) are recommended for anyone with balance, knee, or hip troubles.

Insect bites are not usually a major concern and should not pose a problem. Many areas are actually free of biting insects.
HEALTH: Ecuador is a very clean and safe country. We will be traveling and birding in areas that have been visited by many birders and eco-tourists from around the world for many years. The following precautions are suggested by the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention. The CDC currently recommends taking a malaria prophylaxis for destinations below 4,900 feet, and suggests one of the following antimalarial drugs for use in Ecuador: mefloquine (Lariam®), doxycycline, or Malarone®. Remember that many antimalarial drugs must be initiated one or more weeks before the period of exposure, and continued for several weeks after it concludes.

Further, the CDC currently recommends the following vaccines: hepatitis A or immune globulin (IG); typhoid; yellow fever (although this is not required to enter the country); as needed, booster doses for tetanus-diphtheria and measles. You may wish to consult with your physician at least 4-6 weeks before your trip to allow time for immunizations to take effect. You can review the CDC’s latest advisories at: www.cdc.gov/.  Certification of yellow fever vaccination is not required unless you are entering Ecuador from a country where yellow fever is present; if you are entering Ecuador from the U.S., this is not required. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: A Final Itinerary and Participant List will be sent to everyone about 4-6 weeks prior to the tour. It will include information and instructions for meeting the group, hotel addresses, emergency contact info, etc. If you have any questions, please contact Terry Colborn at: 530.758.0689, or tclgdc@aol.com, or Ann Brice at the Yolo Basin Foundation at: abrice@yolobasin.org or 530758.0530. 

Additional information about the Magic Birding Circuit is available at: 
http://www.eco-lodgesanjorge.com/index.shtml 
