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CAUSEWAY 

In the 1890s the first commercial automobiles began to 
arrive in the Sacramento region and by July 1911, in what 
can only be called an “Auto Frenzy,” Sacramentans and 
others in the region were buying seventy-five autos per day. 
This large influx of automobiles required a network of 
paved roads to allow for travel, leading to construction of 
new roads throughout the region. Perhaps the best symbol 
of the growing network would be the completion of the 
Yolo Causeway in 1916. 

The completion of this wood and concrete viaduct was 
dedicated with the “Causeway Celebration” on May 11 
through 14. The Causeway would be a key local component 
in the completion of a National Road linking by 
automobile, the east and west coasts, right through 
Sacramento and Davis and across the center of the nation, 
identified as the “Lincoln Highway” (Sacramento History 
Project 2006). This structure was replaced by a six lane 
structure in 1963, and the former crossing was buried in 
place, and remains to this day just under the surface of the 
Causeway Unit. 

The present day I-80 passes through the Causeway Unit of 
the Yolo Wildlife Area in the same approximate location of 
the first causeway built back in the early 1900s. 

In 1994 the Yolo Causeway was officially designated the 
“Blecher-Freeman Memorial Causeway.” Roy P. Blecher 
and W. Michael Freeman were veteran California Highway 
Patrol officers shot to death during an enforcement stop on 
Route 80 near the Yolo Causeway in the early morning 
hours of December 22, 1978 at the hands of an armed felon. 

Today the Causeway is used by over ten million people per 
year, many commuting on a daily basis between Yolo 
County and the Sacramento Area. During winter mornings, 
they are often greeted by thousands of waterfowl feeding in 
the rice fields in the Yolo Bypass. 

On the west side of the Yolo Bypass immediately south of the Causeway lie the message rocks. These rocks are 
located on the western slope of the exterior levee of the Bypass and for many years have been rearranged by local 
fraternities, sororities or other groups to spell out messages or depict symbols. 

RAILROAD 

The area where the Wildlife Area headquarters is located on Chiles Road was once part of the Swingle Ranch, 
established by George Hutton Swingle in 1858. Mr. Swingle purchased 1,900 acres and operated a dairy on site. 
When the Central Pacific Railroad requested to split the property with the construction of the new railroad, 
Mr. Swingle obliged. For many years, the train stop in this area was known as the Swingle Station and was an 
important agricultural export point. 

 
The newly constructed Yolo Causeway – 1916

Photos Credit: California State Library 

 
Message rocks on west side of Yolo Bypass 

 
The Modern Day Yolo Causeway over a 

Flooded Bypass 
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The railroad was constructed between 1866 and 1868 and was purchased by the Central Pacific Railroad in 1871, 
following construction of the transcontinental route. The Southern Pacific acquired the line in 1884; however, 
under public resentment of a possible monopoly, the route west from Sacramento continued to operate under the 
corporate California Pacific Railroad. Union Pacific later purchased all of the Southern Pacific Lines in 1996. 

The remains of another rail system pass through the Yolo 
Wildlife Area. First organized in 1913, the Oakland, 
Antioch, and Eastern Railway provided high speed 
passenger service between San Francisco and Sacramento. 
The system was reorganized into the San Francisco-
Sacramento Railroad in 1919 and was purchased by the 
Sacramento Northern in 1928, forming a route 184 miles in 
length, extending service from Sacramento to Chico. 
This was an electric train that interestingly, was placed on a 
barge to cross the Suisun Bay. To get across the Yolo 
Bypass, the train traveled on trestles. These trestles 
collapsed in 1951. The tracks were rebuilt upon large 
mounds, bridged by shorter trestle spans. 

These mounds still exist on the Tule Ranch in the vicinity of the Lisbon Weir. Passenger service was discontinued 
in 1940. In 1953, Sacramento-Northern’s ferry (the Ramon), which was used to transfer trains across Suisun Bay, 
was also retired (Bay Area Electric Railroad Association 2006) and the route north to Sacramento became a 
secondary line. The Yolo Shortline continues to operate on the route from Woodland to West Sacramento, while 
other segments have been taken over by Sacramento Regional Transit, Bay Area Rapid Transit, and the Western 
Railway Museum (Vantine n.d.). 

THE GLIDE FAMILY 

Joseph Henry Glide came to California from England in 
1854, and was a prominent resident of Sacramento. 
He described himself as a capitalist who was largely 
interested in swamp and overflow lands. Mr. Glide 
developed ranches in several counties, including extensive 
holdings in the Yolo Basin. For a time, he operated the 
Freeport Ferry which crossed the Sacramento River 1 ¾ 
miles north of Freeport. In 1871 he married Elizabeth 
“Lizzie” Helen Snider who was 17 years younger. Their son 
Thornton S. Glide was born in 1881. Joseph H. Glide 
constructed systems of levees in the Yolo Basin, reclaiming 
this land for grazing. His ranches specialized in pure-bred 
shorthorn cattle and French merino sheep. Mr. Glide was the 
first person to bring registered shorthorn and Hereford cattle 
into Yolo County. Mr. Glide was one of the first three 
original exhibitors at the California State Fair. He died in 
1916, at which time his widow took over the responsibility 
of managing his large business. She did so very 
successfully. 

Joseph H. Glide had homesteaded on property west of Davis 
where he developed a home ranch for the various Glide 
properties. This home ranch was given to Thornton as a 
wedding present in 1908 when he married Margaret 

Trestles being rebuilt in 1950s 

 
Photo of J.H Glide 
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Sinclair. In 1910 Thornton purchased his father’s shorthorn herd and formed Hillcrest Stake Farms. A year later, 
he purchased his brother Joseph Henry’s herd of shorthorns. These were the cattle grazing the Glide property in 
the Yolo Basin. Much of the farm work on the ranch was accomplished through the use of powerful Percheron 
horses. These draft animals remained on the lower portions of the Tule Ranch into the 1950s. 

It was probably Thornton who constructed the “Umbrella 
barn” about a mile north of the southwest corner of the 
ranch. This magnificent structure was built around 1913 on 
the highest point of the ranch. The presence of square nails 
in the barn dates it to an era prior to 1906, the last year 
these nails were sold. The intent was to provide refuge for 
the livestock during high water. Mr. Glide was well known 
in Davis for his blue Cadillac which he used to haul 
livestock in a trailer. Thornton S. Glide continued the 
family management of the property until his death in 1955. 

Thornton “Tony” (pronounced “Tawny”) Snider Glide, Jr. 
was born at the home ranch and was a rancher from a young 
age. He married Katrina “Scatter” Dangberg Glide in 1954 

and the couple is still fondly remembered in the Yolo/ Solano countryside. Upon the death of his mother in 1959, 
Tony and his sister Peggy Glide Colby assumed control of the 20,000 acre farming and grazing operation. Just as 

his parents, Tony and Katrina lived on the home ranch west 
of Davis while Mrs. Colby lived in Pasadena. Tony and 
Katrina Glide held the Tule Ranch very dearly and 
considered it the traditional home of the Glide properties. 
Tony pursued a series of unique arrangements to help take 
care of the Tule Ranch property. Tony passed away on July 
10, 1995, followed shortly by Katrina nine days later. Most 
assets were placed in a trust and, in 2001, the Tule Ranch, 
Causeway Ranch and Geiberson Ranch was acquired from 
the Glide Trust (see Chapter 2, “Property Description”). 

WATERFOWL AND HUNTING 

The natural resources of the Yolo Basin sustained native 
people for centuries. Among the most valuable of these 
resources were the enormous numbers of waterfowl that 
annually came to the marshes of the Yolo Basin to spend 
the fall and winter months. 

Beginning in the middle of the 19th century, waterfowl 
hunters plied through the wetlands and harvested a 
seemingly endless supply of waterfowl. These birds became 
a major food source for the new settlers of the region. Many 
of the finest restaurants in the San Francisco Bay Area and 
Sacramento served wild fowl provided to them by market 
hunters. A number of accounts help characterize some of 
the past hunting times that current hunters may appreciate. 

The Umbrella Barn was built over 
100 years ago 

 
Photo of Thorton S. Glide Jr. 
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One of the most well known market hunters 
was a man named John Patterson who was 
born in the town of Washington, which today 
is part of West Sacramento. He sold birds to 
merchants in San Francisco. One receipt 
from 1903 documents Mr. Patterson being 
paid $13.20 for 73 teal of two species, three 
mallards, one canvasback, four sprig, one 
wigeon, and four lesser white geese. 
Patterson did most of his hunting in the Yolo 
Bypass in a spot he referred to as the “dobe 
hole.” He often shipped his birds to the Bay 
Area by flagging down west bound trains at 
the Swingle Station, once located near the 
corner of Roads 32A and 105. 

Patterson carved fine decoys out of redwood. 
They usually depicted male pintail or “bull 
sprig” as they are still known to hunters. He 
also made boats out of redwood, specially 
built to ply the big water of the Yolo Basin 
and Sacramento River. It was not uncommon 
for Mr. Patterson to row from Broderick to 
Rio Vista and back in order to hunt 
waterfowl in the Delta. Mr. Patterson carved 
decoys until the day he died in 1937. 

Seth “Tiny” Barry hunted ducks with John 
Patterson and followed Patterson’s decoy 
style of bull sprig with high necks and an 
alert posture. Tiny hunted the tule swamp 
west of Sacramento, more specifically at 
Green’s Lake. This lake is found in the 
Causeway Ranch Unit of the Yolo Bypass 
Wildlife Area. Tiny would take his family 
out to Green’s Lake and camp in an elevated 
shack. 

Milton “Chick” DeRiso hunted from sink 
boxes in the Yolo Basin starting in the 
1930s. He recalled his father telling him to 
record the huge flights of waterfowl in his 
mind, because “You’ll never see that again!” 
He also remembered crossing the Yolo Basin 
in a Model T Ford on the Tule Jake road. 

Many of these early hunters used the Anchor Drug Store on K Street in Sacramento as a source of hunting 
equipment and a general meeting place, similar to the role Broadway Bait currently serves for local hunters. 
Anchor Drug was run by Mr. Joseph Garibaldi and later his son, Amiel “Ame” Garibaldi. 

A hunting program was managed on the Glide property for many years. In the later years, Tony Glide would hand 
out hunting permits free of charge that were good for the entire year. These permits were valid only for pheasant 

 
Historic Yolo Bypass Hunting Areas 

in the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area 
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and there were a limited number handed out each year. Soon the number of permits numbered 200. People would 
call earlier in the season to try to get their permits, much to the annoyance of Mrs. Glide. Most of this activity was 
in pursuit of ring-necked pheasants, but some hunters enjoyed other privileges. Of course there were also a few 
individuals who tried to access the property illegally for hunting activity. Over the years, the Glide property was 
patrolled by a series of interesting characters. 

One of the ranch managers from the 1930s was a gentleman named Melt Mason. Mr. Mason was a cattle man 
who also patrolled the ranch for poachers. One morning he came upon a group of hunters from Sacramento 
hunting illegally in a pond. As Mr. Mason approached on horseback, the hunters saw him coming and shot his 
horse out from under him. 

Tony Glide ran a pheasant hunting program on the west side of the duck club road from the Road 106 gate to the 
Umbrella Barn. Some of this area was farmed in milo, corn or other crops and after harvest was opened for 
hunting. 

Wayne Brock reports that one time he was hunting the cornfield across from the Senator Outing duck club with 
the county sheriff. They had a great morning and killed 12 birds, a legal limit in those days. The game patrolman 
Warren Sievers saw all those birds and on the spot declared that “from now on the limit on the ranch is 4 birds.” 

Other hunters had the special privilege of hunting waterfowl on the Ranch. The Wildlife Area property was home 
to several hunting areas that were loosely organized as duck clubs prior to the land’s acquisition by the state. 
Many were located on the Glide Tule Ranch and existed primarily due to the good graces of Tony Glide. In the 
lower sinks area were the Martin Brother’s pond and Slaviches’ pond. Bob and Don Martin did much of the 
farming on the Tule Ranch. Bob Martin flew a Piper Cub airplane and was a frequent sight flying low over the 
marshes of the Yolo Basin. Their pond was just north of the current southern boundary of the Tule Ranch near the 
toe drain. 

The north pond in this area was hunted by the Slaviches. Dink Slavich was the patriarch of this clan, later hunting 
with sons Ed and Don Slavich. Dink originally hunted with “old man Garibaldi,” perhaps one of the proprietors of 
the aforementioned Anchor Drug Store in Sacramento. Slavich’s pond has been referred to as “the best duck pond 
in the country.” In 2004, Dick Goodell, a long time hunter on the Glide In Ranch declared he saw more ducks in 
this area than he’d ever seen in his life. 

In earlier times, no one wanted to respond to wildfires in the 
Yolo Bypass. For the Dixon firemen, it was beyond the 
frontier of Solano County, for the City of Davis, it was too 
far out of town. It was No Man’s Land. With Bill Fairfield 
at the helm, the volunteer firemen of Dixon began to 
respond to wildfires in the area, at times battling ferocious 
blazes that raced through the Bypass fed by north winds. 
Tony Glide was so enamored with their efforts that he gave 
them control over an entire section of land with the 
assurance that “nobody will bother you out here.” 
Mr. Fairfield ran the hunting program and anybody in the 
fire department could hunt ducks or pheasants on the 
property. Over the years, probably 60 to 70 people utilized 
this property. The deal was based solely on the word of 
Tony Glide and Bill Fairfield. 

Mr. Fairfield formed the “No Man’s Land” Fire District and was in charge of operating the newly christened 
“Fireman’s Duck Club.” Whenever a fire broke out on the Ranch, Tony would personally call Mr. Fairfield and 
their trucks would be on the way. They fought the fire that eventually burned down the Sacramento Northern 

 
Bill Fairfield at Dawson’s in 2006 
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trestles. They also responded to medical emergencies and assisted with the evacuation of livestock during flood 
events. Mr. Fairfield modeled the Fire District’s badge after that of Los Angeles County, and gave one to Tony 
Glide. 

As for the club, the firemen set out to create levees and install water control structures to capture water in the 
historic slough found on the property. The end result was, as Bill Fairfield described, a “duck hunter’s paradise.” 

The firemen sank a handful of barrels to serve as duck 
blinds. They got a line on a caboose that was reasonably 
priced. This was hauled to the southwest corner of the 
property and served as the clubhouse. Later a trailer was 
brought in, connected to the caboose in an L shaped fashion 
and now they had a duck club headquarters with sleeping 
quarters in the caboose and the kitchen and social area in the 
trailer. Ironically, both the caboose and trailer were lost in a 
fire. They were replaced by a house built on pilings to stay 
above the floodwaters. Many good times were enjoyed in 
these structures until Bill Fairfield’s retirement from the fire 
department in 1985. At that time, the relationship between 
the No Man’s Land Fire District and the Dixon Fire 
Department was severed. The platform and pilings of the 
Fireman’s Duck Club still remain in the southwest corner of 
the Tule Ranch. 

North and east of the Tule Ranch headquarters lies the Fortis Club. Pete Fortis was farming land west of the ranch 
boundary, and his drain water would come onto the ranch. These wet areas improved the cattle forage, and soon 
Mr. Fortis and Tony had an arrangement. If he continued to irrigate parts of the ranch with his drain water, 
Mr. Fortis could use part of the ranch for duck hunting. Such was born the Fortis Club. 

A little further north there is a small grove of mostly eucalyptus trees with an unusual treehouse structure. 
This treehouse belonged to Mr. Jack Howarth who was a veterinarian in Davis. Mr. Howarth built the tree house 
and hunted ducks in a pond approximately 200 yards north of the grove. This was known as the Windmill Pond 
and it still exists, though the windmill does not. 

Directly east of the main lift in current ponds 6D and 2A of the Central Unit, was the Bonnetti Club. Like many of 
the hunting clubs, the clubhouse consisted of trailer houses brought in for the season. These men also hunted 
around Green’s Lake. 

Tony Glide was much more tolerant of hunting on the Tule Ranch than Mrs. Glide. When Wayne Brock visited 
Mrs. Glide in the hospital prior to her death, she said,” If I outlive Tony, your hunting is all done.” Sure enough 
Tony passed away first and the hunting stopped. Warren Sievers no longer checked permits and the Slavich’s 
hunting days were through on the ranch. 

Immediately south of the Tule Ranch near the toe drain are a cluster of private duck hunting clubs that share a 
close working relationship with the ranch and the Department of Fish and Game. Many are in state wetland 
easement programs and most get their water from the Tule Ranch irrigation system. These clubs were once part of 
the original Glide property. The first club established in this area was the Senator Outing duck club, reputedly 
they once had a senator among their members. This club was formed by Chris Fulster Sr. who also produced 
unique sheet metal decoys that were attached to a stake and pressed into the mud. Later he established the Glide 
In Ranch club to the east against the toe drain. His son Mr. Chris Fulster Jr., has hunted ducks in the Yolo Basin 
for 50 years or more. As the proprietor of Broadway Bait in Sacramento, Mr. Fulster has filled a niche once 
occupied by the Anchor Drug Store in an earlier time. 

The remains of the Fireman’s Clubhouse 
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Other clubs in this area include the Skyrakers, H- Pond Channel Ranch and Bull Sprig which counts longtime 
Tule Ranch cattle man Bob Brown as one of its members. 

The Skyraker’s Duck Club once counted Roy Regals as a member. Mr. Regals is forever remembered as “Wrong 
Way Regals” because of one play in the 1929 Rose Bowl. As Center for the University of California, Mr. Regals 
picked up a fumble and, after being hit and spun around, began running for the wrong end zone. He was 
fortunately stopped by his own players, but Cal lost to Georgia Tech by a score of 8 to 7. 

With the state acquisition of the Glide property, one of the last vestiges of Yolo Basin wetlands was made 
available for public use. In 2003, Green’s Lake was once again the scene of waterfowl hunting as it had been for 
many years. 

3.6.4 CULTURAL RESOURCES OF THE YOLO WILDLIFE AREA 

EDAW’s research into cultural resource issues for the Yolo Wildlife Area began with a record search of known 
pertinent cultural resource information as it relates to the Yolo Wildlife Area. This search was conducted by the 
Northwest Information Center (NWIC) of the California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS). 
The record search included, but was not necessarily restricted to, a review of select publications and sources listed 
in the following: 

► National Register of Historic Places (National Park Service 1996) 
► California Register of Historical Resources (State of California 1976) 
► California Points of Historical Interest (State of California 1992 and updates) 
► California Historical Landmarks (State of California 1996) 
► Historic Spots in California (State of California 1990) 
► Directory of Properties in the Historical Resources Inventory (State of California) 
► NWIC Historic Resources Map 
► California Place Names (Gudde 1969) 
► California Department of Transportation Bridge Inventory 
► 1852 GLO Plat Maps (T8N,R3E and R4E; and T7N,R3E and R4E) 
► Courtland 15’ USGS Quad, 1908 
► Davisville 15’ USGS Quad Map, 1907 

Historic maps provide limited information on structures and features located within the Yolo Wildlife Area. 
A review of the 1852 GLO Plat maps do not indicate the presence of historic roads, structures, or other features, 
but do indicate that at that time a large portion of the Yolo Wildlife Area was characterized by swamp and 
overflow lands. The 1908 15’ USGS Courtland quadrangle shows a structure in the eastern edge of Section 9, 
which matches the location of the Glide Ranch, now known as the Tule Ranch. A north south road is also 
depicted in Sections 3 and 34. With the exception of the Southern Pacific Railroad no features or structures are 
depicted within the Yolo Wildlife Area. 

The directory of Properties in the Historical Resources Inventory lists the Olson Family house at the east end of 
Road 34A, and the location appears to match that depicted on the 1908 USGS Courtland quadrangle mentioned 
above. 

Several studies, which are summarized in Table 3.6-1, have been conducted within and directly adjacent to the 
Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area. All of these documents and reports are on file at the NWIC. With the exception of a 
few all have been linear surveys which have resulted in the inventory of only a very small percentage of the area. 
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Table 3.6-1 
Summary of Previous Cultural Investigations in the Vicinity of the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area 

Report Title NWIC File 
Number Author and Date Distance to 

Project Area 
Management 

Unit 
Investigations Within the Yolo Wildlife Area 

Archaeological Site Record CA-YOL-117 --- Johnson (1968)  Causeway 

Sacramento Metropolitan Area Cultural 
Resources Survey, Sacramento and Yolo 
Counties, California (Contract No. 
DACW0590P2429) 

S-12191 Glover and Bouey 
(1990)  

Northeast, 
Causeway 

Ranch 
North 

Archaeological Survey of the Supplement to the 
Sacramento Metropolis Area Cultural Resources 
Survey, Sacramento and Yolo Counties, 
California 

S-12467 Berg and Bouey 
(1991)  Northwest, 

Los Rios 

Addendum to the Report on the Archaeological 
Survey for the Proposed SMUD Gas Pipeline 
between Winters and Sacramento, Yolo and 
Sacramento Counties, California 

S-15334 Waechter (1993)  

Northeast, 
Causeway, 
Causeway 

Ranch, 
Tule Ranch 

Report on the Third Phase of Archaeological 
Survey for the Proposed SMUD Gas Pipeline 
between Winters and Sacramento, Yolo and 
Sacramento Counties, California 

S-15403 Waechter (1993)  Causeway, 
Tule Ranch 

Cultural Resources Monitoring Report for the 
SMUD Cogeneration Pipeline Project S-17674 Woodward-Clyde 

Consultants (1995)  Causeway, 
Tule Ranch 

Archaeological Surveys: Sacramento River and 
Major and Minor Tributaries, Bypass Revetment 
Project 

S-17955 True and Jensen 
(1974)  Causeway 

Ranch 

Cultural Resources Assessment within 
Reclamation Districts 537, 900, 765, 999 and 
Maintenance Area 4, Yolo County, California 

S-19740 Peak (1997)  Northeast 

Cultural Resource Inventory Report for the 
Williams Communications, Inc. Fiber Optic 
Cable System Installation Project, Pittsburg to 
Sacramento, California 

S-22464 
Jones and Stokes 
Associates, Inc. 

(1999) 
 Tule Ranch, 

Causeway 

Volumes I, II, and III: Final Cultural Resources 
Inventory Report for the Williams 
Communications, Inc. Fiber Optic Cable System 
Installation Project, Point Arena to Robbins and 
Point Arena to Sacramento, California 

S-22736 
Jones and Stokes 
Associates, Inc. 

(2000) 
 Causeway 

Cultural Resources Survey for the Level (3) 
Communications Long Haul Fiber Optics Project, 
Segment WS01: Sacramento to Oakland 

S-22817 
Nelson, Carpenter 

and Costello 
(2000) 

 Causeway 

Cultural Resources Assessment Report SFPP, 
L.P. Proposed Concord to Sacramento Pipeline 
Project 

S-25311 Martin and Self 
(2002)  

Tule Ranch, 
Causeway 

North 

Cultural Resources Assessment Report Proposed 
Construction Yards Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4, SFPP L.P. 
Concord to Sacramento Pipeline Project 

S-28381 Martin, Brown, 
and Self (2004)  Causeway 
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Table 3.6-1 
Summary of Previous Cultural Investigations in the Vicinity of the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area 

Report Title NWIC File 
Number Author and Date Distance to 

Project Area 
Management 

Unit 
Investigations Adjacent to Yolo Wildlife Area 

Cultural Resources Reconnaissance: Sacramento 
River Deep Water Ship Channel (Collinsville to 
Sacramento) 

S-5055 
Seldomridge and 

Seldomridge 
(1976) 

¼ mile  

Southport GPA/EIR. (letter report) S-5699 Putman (1982) ¼ mile  

Intensive Cultural Resource Survey and 
Literature Review for the Sacramento Deep 
Water Ship Channel Project, Yolo and Solano 
Counties, California 

S-7295 Werner (1985) ¼ mile  

Sacramento Deep Water Ship Channel, Cultural 
Resources Survey and Literature Review, Yolo 
and Solano Counties, California 

S-7448 Werner (1985) ¼ mile  

A Cultural Resources Study for Environmental 
Impact Report for Industrial Planned 
Development 37 of the Port of Sacramento, Yolo 
County, California 

S-11920 Derr (1990) ¼ mile  

A Cultural Resources Study for the Riviera Lakes 
EIR, Yolo County, California S-12650 Cultural Resources 

Unlimited (1991) ¼ mile  

A Cultural Resources Study for Villages of 
Southport ADEIR, Bevan Road at Jefferson 
Boulevard, West Sacramento, Yolo County, 
California 

S-13551 Cultural Resources 
Unlimited (1991) ¼ mile  

Archaeological Survey Report of the proposed 
Southport Wastewater Treatment Plant, West 
Sacramento, California 

S-16932 Supernowicz 
(1993) ¼ mile  

An Archaeological Assessment within 
Reclamation District 2035, Yolo County, 
California COE Water Basin System Designation 
SAC 05 DACW05-97-P-0465 

S-20005 Shapiro (1997) ¼ mile  

An Addendum Archaeological Assessment 
within Reclamation District 2035, Yolo County, 
California COE Water Basin System Designation 
SAC 05 DACW05-97-P-0465 

S-20006 Shapiro, and Syda 
(1997) ¼ mile  

Source: Northwest Information Center, Sonoma State University, Rohnert Park 2006 

 

These investigations have resulted in the identification of five resources (two prehistoric archaeological sites, an 
historic farmhouse with associated outbuildings, the remains of the historic Sacramento Northern Railroad, and 
the route of the Southern Pacific Railroad) within the Yolo Wildlife Area. 

None of these resources have been evaluated for CRHR significance to the CRHR or NRHP eligibility. 
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Umbrella Barn in the Tule Ranch Unit 

All of the formerly documented resources are summarized below (by site record), and a complete list of resources 
by management unit is presented in Table 3.6-2. 

CA-YOL-172 

When recorded in 1991 the site appeared to have been extensively impacted by farming operations. 
The investigators indicated the presence of flaked stone artifacts, baked clay, and a burned bone fragment. 
Density of the material was quite light, averaging 4 specimens per 10 meters square (Bouey and Bethard 1991). 
While a formal assessment has not been conducted, impacts from farming coupled with the paucity of the 
archaeological deposit suggests that the site may lack the necessary integrity to be considered significant/eligible. 
Because of ongoing agricultural impacts in the vicinity of the locale, it is recommended that the site be formally 
evaluated for significance/eligibility. 

CA-YOL-117 

In 1964 this site appeared as a low mound, approximately 5 feet above the surrounding area. Excavations 
conducted in 1964, prior to the area being leveled for farming, resulted in the recovered of four burials, and 
artifacts associated with the Emmergent Period (Johnson 1971). Given the continued impacts from farming 
operations beginning in the 1950s and the impacts of salvage excavations in 1974, it is doubtful that further 
archaeological remains are present, and if so the integrity may have been extremely compromised. Because of 
ongoing agricultural impacts in the vicinity of the locale, it is recommended that the site be formally evaluated for 
significance/eligibility. 
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Table 3.6-2 
Cultural Resources Documented in the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area 

Management Unit Cultural Resources Significance/Eligibility Management Recommendation 
Causeway Ranch Unit Southern Pacific/Union 

Pacific Railroad 
Not evaluated No further management 

Causeway Unit Southern Pacific/Union 
Pacific Railroad 

Not evaluated No further management 

 CA-YOL-117 Excavated Confirm no remains are present 

North Unit -- -- -- 

Northwest Unit -- -- -- 

1,000 Acres Unit -- -- -- 

Northeast Unit CA-YOL-172 Recommended Not Eligible No further management 

Central Unit -- -- -- 

PG&E Purchase -- -- -- 

West Unit -- -- -- 

Pacific Flyway Center -- -- -- 

Los Rios Unit -- -- -- 

Parker Unit -- -- -- 

Tomato Field 29 -- -- -- 

Tomato Field 38 -- -- -- 

Los Rios WRP -- -- -- 

South Unit -- -- -- 

Tule Ranch Unit Sacramento Northern 
Railroad 

Recommended Not Eligible No further management 

 Glide Ranch Complex 
(Tule Ranch HQ) 

Not evaluated Continued management 

 Umbrella Barn Not evaluated Continued management 

 Treehouse Not evaluated Continued management 

 Fireman’s Not evaluated Continued management 
 

CA-YOL-195H (P-57-000422) 

Portions of the Sacramento Northern Railroad have been documented both within and outside of the project area 
(see Scott 1999; Jones and Stokes 2000; Martin et al. 2001; and Martin 2004). Within the Yolo Wildlife Area, the 
route appears as an earthen berm with associated trestle remains. All of the rails and ties have been removed and 
many of the rails can be found throughout the area, used for such purposes as fence posts, cattle chutes, and pump 
station support structures. Research has indicated that the integrity of the earth work has been severely impacted 
by erosional processes. A low density historic artifact concentration was discovered near the Saxon Rail Stop 
during pipeline construction associated with the Kinder Morgan Concord to Sacramento Pipeline Replacement 
Project. The remains were documented, but not assessed for significance (Martin 2004). As mentioned above, 
since the route was abandoned, portions have either been completed dismantled or others have been subsumed by 
modern transportation systems (e.g., BART and Sacramento Regional Transit). A record documenting a portion 
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of the route within the Yolo Wildlife Area indicated that because of a lack of integrity the railway does not appear 
to meet the criteria for inclusion into the National Register of Historic Places (Martin et al. 2001). Therefore, 
pending the discovery of previously undocumented constituents (i.e., significant archaeological deposits), which 
may qualify the resource for significance, no further management is required. 

P-57-000400 

Within the project area the route of the historic Southern Pacific Railroad has been previously documented 
(Syda 1999), with the route extending to the west to Cordelia prepared by Nelson et al. (1999). While the 
researchers note that the route has been rebuilt several times during its history, thereby compromising the 
integrity, it does maintain the original setting. Undoubtedly the route qualifies for eligibility under Criteria a, b, 
and c for inclusion in the NRHP, and elsewhere portions of the route (i.e., rail segments and depots) are listed on 
the NRHP. 

Glide Ranch (Olson Family House) 

A record prepared in 1979 documents a one-story vernacular farm house with rectangular gabled roof and a shed-
roofed porch across the front, and that the building was in a state of decay at this time. The exterior is clad with 
shiplap siding. A well constructed water tank tower structure and corrugated metal structures were associated with 
the residence in 1979. The record also indicates that although the property is referred to as the Olson residence the 
property was originally purchased by J. H. Glide in 1879, and that the structure was built shortly thereafter in the 
1880s. Beginning in the early 20th century the residence was occupied by the Olson family (Historic Environment 
Consultants 1980). None of the structures have been evaluated for significance/eligibility. This structure is not on 
the Wildlife Area property. 




