














COMMENT LETTER |

Comment I-1: DFG looks forward to continued collaboration with the University on the West Nile
Virus Research Project. Also, please see General Response.
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From: “Nell Rubenking™ <nelir@yolo.com:>
To: "Dave Feliz" <dfeliz@dfg.ca.gov>
Date: TI24{2007 5:25:26 PM

Subject: Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area plan

i have one very sknple request for the new plan. Remove the unnecessary ban
on bicyeles. | wouldn't complain if you banned autos - that seems more

legleal, Cycling through a wildiife area you're actually in touch with the

wildiife, much more so than In a car. And yet you can traverse the area more
quickly than on foot.

The Davis Wetlands area fo the north has no such ban, and biking its (much
smaller) tour route is quite an experlence.

Please, life the bicycle banl
Neil J. Rubenking

Davls, CA
756-2768

J-1
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COMMENT LETTER J

Comment J-1:

The issue of bicycling in the Wildlife Area has been addressed in Chapter 4 and Chapter
5 of the LMP. As described in Chapter 5 (Public Use Goal-1), DFG will continue to
allow bicycle access to the Causeway Unit; evaluate, develop, and consider implementing
a plan for allowing bicycle use on specified parts of the tour routes; continue to monitor
the use of bicycles in the hunting area during hunting season; cooperate with regional
trail development efforts to create bicycle access across the Yolo Bypass through the
Causeway Unit at ground level; and evaluate efforts to provide bicycle access to the
Pacific Flyway Center and participate as infrastructure is developed and funding permits.
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA-RURINESS TRANSEORTATION AND HOUSING AGENCY.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORFATION
BISTRICT 3 - SACRAMENTO ARBA. OFFICE
VENTURE QAKS, MS 15

P. 0. BOX 942874

SACRAMENTO, CA 94274-0001 Flex yanr powert
PHONE (916} 274-0614 Be energy efficient!
FAX (916)274-064%

TTY {530) 7414509

Augnst 14, 2007

07YCL0020

03-YOL-80 P.M. 2.492 - 6.358

Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area Land Management Plan
Negative Declaration

SCH#2007072099

State of California

Department of Pish and Game

Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area Headquarters
45211 County Road 32B

Davis, CA. 95616

Attention: Dave Feliz, Area Manager

Dear Mr. Feliz:

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area ~Land
Management Plan, Our comments are as follows:

+ Improvements to Interstate 80 are planned along the mainline between the cities of Davis and
West Sacramento, within the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area Land Management Plan boundaries. The
Draft 2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) produced by the Sacramento Area Council of
Governments (SACOG) includes the development of bus/carpoo! lanes from Mace Boulevard in
Davis to Enterprise Boulevard in West Sacramento which will also necessitate replacement of the
current bicycle route that is adjacent to the highway, It is important to ensure that Caltrans’ right-
of-way and easements ave acknowledged in the Land Use Plan in order to preserve access to the
causeway and bicycle bridge for future maintenance and construction activities.

K-1

If you have any questions regarding these comments, please contact Patrick Tyner of my staff at
{916) 274-0558.

Sincerely, e

Bruce De Terra, Office Chief .
Office of Transportation Planning — South

C: California State Clearinghouse

“Caltrans improves mobility across California”
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COMMENT LETTER K

Comment K-1: Chapter 2 of the LMP acknowledges the Caltrans easement along Interstate-80 and
respects Caltrans need to maintain access to the causeway and bicycle bridge for future
maintenance and construction activities.
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STATE OF CAUFORNIA - THE RESOURCES AGENCY ARNOLD SCHWARIENEGGER Governor

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
1416 NINTH STREET, P.O, BOX 742836

SACRAMENTO, CA 942340001

[916) 653-579)

August 1, 2007

Dave Feliz, Area Manager

California Department of Fish and Game
YBWA Headquaters — 45211 County Road 32B
Davis, California 85616

Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area Land Management Plan
State Clearinghouse (SCH) Number. 2007072098

The project corresponding to the subject SCH identification numbet has come 1o our
attention. The limited project description suggests your project may be an
encroachment on the State Adopted Plan of Flood Control. You may refer to the
California Code of Regulations, Title 23 and Designated Floodway maps at
hitp:/frechd.ca,govi. Please be advised that your county office also has copies of the
Board's designated floodways for your review. if indeed your project encroaches on an
adopted food control plan, you will need to obtain an encroachment permit from the
Reclamation Board prior to initiating any activifies. The attached Fact Sheet explains
the permitting process. Please note that the permitting process may teke as much as L-1
45 to B0 days to process. Also note that a condition of the permit requires the securing
all of the appropriate additional permits before initiating work. This information is
provided so that you may plan accordingly. :

If after careful evaluation, it is your assessment that your proje'ot ts not within the
authority of the Reclamation Board, you may distegard this notice. For further
information, please contact me at (916) 574-1 249,

Sincerely,

! Crfs=

Christopher Huitt
Staff Environmental Scientist
Floodway Protection Section

oo Governor's Office of Planning and Research
State Clearinghouse
1400 Tenth Strest, Room 121
Sacramento, CA 85814
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Encroachment Permifs Fact Sheet

Basfs for Authority .
State law (Water Code Sections 8534, 8608, 8609, and 8710 - 8723) tasks the

Reclamation Board with enforcing appropriate standards for the construction,
maintenance, and protection of adopted flood control plans. Regulations
implementing these directives are found in California Code of Regulations (CCR)

Tifle 23, Division 1.

Area of Reclamation Board Jurisdiction

The adopted plan of flood control under the jurisdiction and authority of the
Reclamation Board includes the Sacramento and San Joaquin Rivers and their
tribtitaries and distributaries and the designated floodways., '

Streams regulated by the Reclamation Board can be found in Title 23 Section
112. information on designated floodways can be found on the Reclamation

Board's website at hitp:/rechd.ca.govidesionated floodway/ and CCR Title 23

Sectlions 101 - 107.

Regulatory Process
The Reclamation Board ensures the integrity of the flood control system through

a permit process (Water Code Section 8710). A permit must be obtained prior to
inltiating any activity, including excavation and construction, removal or planting.
of landscaping within floodways, levees, and 10 feet landward of the landside
levee toes, Additionally, activities located outside of the adopted plan of flood
control but which may foreseeable interfere with the functioning or operation of
the plan of flood control is also subject to a permit of the Reclamation Board,

Details regarding the permitting process and the regulations can be found on the
Reclamation Board's website at htip://recbd.ca.gov/ under “Frequently Asked
Questions” and "Regulations,” respectively. The application form and the
accompanying environmental questionnaire can be found on the Reclamation
Board's website at htfp:/rechd.ca.govfforms.cfm.

Application Review Process
Applications when deemed complete will undergo technical and environmental
review by Reclamation Board and/or Department of Water Resources staff.

Technical Review
A technical review is conducted of the application to ensure consistency with the

regulatory standards designed to ensure the function and structural integrity of

" the adopted plan of flood control for the protection of public welfare and safety,

Standards and permitted uses of designated floodways are found in CCR Title 23
Sections 107 and Article 8 {Sections 111 fo 137). The permit contains 12
standard conditions and additional special conditions may be placed on the
permit as the situation warrants. Special conditions, for example, may include
mitigation for the hydraulic impacts of the project by reducing or eliminating the
additional flood risk to third parties that may caused by the project.

Additional information may be requested in support of the technical review of _
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your application pursuant fo CCR Title 23 Section 8(b){4). This information may
include but not limited fo geotechnical exploration, soil testing, hydraulic or
sediment transport studies, and other analyses may be required at any time prior

to a determination on the application.

Environmental Review :
A determination on an encroachment application is a discretionary action by the

Rectamation Board and its staff and subject fo the provisions of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources Code 21000 et seq.).
Additional environmental considerations are placed on the issuance of the

- encroachment permit by Water Code Secfion 8608 and the corresponding
implementing regulations (California Code of Regulations  CCR Title 23

Sections 10 and 16).

In most cases, the Reclamation Board will be assuming the role of a "responsible
agency” within the meaning of CEQA, In these situations, the application must
include a certified CEQA document by the "lead agency” [CCR Title 23 Section
8(b)(2)]. We emphasize that such a document must include within its project
description and environmental assessment of the acfivities for which are being

considered under the permit,

Encroachment applications will also undergo a review by an interagency
Environmental Review Commitiee (ERC) pursuant to CCR Title 23 Section 10.
Review of your application wili be facilitated by providing as much additional
environmental information as pertinent and avallable to the applicant at the time

of submission of the encroachment application.
These additional documeniations‘may thclude the following documentation:

» California Department of Fish and Game Sfreambed Alteration Notification
(hifp:/Avww, dfg.ca.govi1600/),

Clean Water Act Section 404 applications, and Rivers and Harbors Section
10 application (US Army Corp of Engineers),

L J

Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Cerfification, and

» corresponding determinations by the respective regulatory agencies to the
aforementioned applications, including Biological Opinions, if available at the

time of submission of your application.

The submission of this information, if pertinent to your application, will expedite
review and prevent overlapping requirements. This information should be made
available as a supplement to your application as it becomes available.
Transmittal information should reference the application number piovided by the

Reclamation Board.

in some limited sltuations, such as for minor projects, there may be no other
agency with approval authority over the project, other than the encroachment
permit by Reclamation Board, In these limited instances, the Reclarnation Board
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may choose 1o sarve as the "lead agency” within the rneaning of CEQA and in
most cases the projects are of such a nature that a categorical or statutory
exemption will apply. The Reclamation Board cannot invest staff resources fo
prepare complex environmental documentation. .

Additional information may be requested in support of the environmental review
.of your application pursuant to CCR Title 23 Section 8(b)4). This information
may include biological surveys or other environmental surveys and may be
required at anytime prior to a determination on the application.
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COMMENT LETTER L

Comment L-1: Comment noted. DFG acknowledges that certain activities within the Wildlife Area
require an encroachment permit from the California Department of Water Resources,
Central Valley Flood Protection Board. DFG has applied and received permits for past
activities in the Wildlife Area and will continue to do so in the future.
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